Freshwater Plants

Edge of water plants.

Juncus usitatus. In a wetland,
Juncus is often used in the swale
drains and batters along with
Carex to provide erosion control.
The use of Juncus at the water
edge also protects the bank from
wave erosion on larger basins.

Philydrum lanuginosum.
Frogs mouth, its common
name, is a clumping plant with
spongy, upright light green
with reddish toned foliage to
700mm tall. It has attractive
yellow flowers in summer that
reach up to 1.5m. Grows on
the waters edge.

Carex appressa. Reliable
sedge 1m tall X 1m wide for
wet/dry areas. A good erosion
control plant. Carex will grow
In permanent water to 200mm
deep.

Eleocharis acuta, Spike Rush, is a colonizer of
shallow water, forming dense swards. It is a fine,
cylindrical, upright, green rush with the flower/seed
head on the reed tip. E. acuta grows 250mm to
400mm tall and will colonize water to 400mm
deep. Itis quick to establish in a wetland and will
spread by rhizome to cover large areas.

Available as Viro-tubes
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Schoenoplectus mucronatus,
Macrophyte with lime/green triangular foliage
to 1m tall X 500mm wide. It makes a beautiful
specimen plant and has a lot of ornamental
appeal. It grows in shallow water from the
very edge of a water body to a maximum of
400mm deep. It flowers over Summer with a
cluster of seed heads near the top of the
rush. S. mucronatus will grow in stationary
and slow running fresh water from the coast
north of Sydney to the Northern tablelands. It
can be used in water features to good effect
but will need annual trimming to keep fresh.
Available as Viro-tubes

a clumping



Emergent Water Plants

Eleocharis sphacelata, Tall Spike Rush, has
large green upright reeds, 1.5m to 2m in height
with the flower/seed head on the tip of the reed.
E. sphacelata grows in water 1m to 2m deep
often in stationary dams and fresh water bodies. It
is a favourite of water birds for nesting material.
Once established it will dominate most other
water plants to give a dense sward and cover
large areas of the water body.

Available as Viro-cells and Viro-tubes

Schoenoplectus vallidus, River Club Rush
has upright green/bluish reeds, 1.5 to 2m tall.
It flowers in summer with a tassel like seed
head close to the top of the reed.

S. vallidus is a wide spread Macrophyte on the
North Coast. It will grow in fresh water rivers
and streams and spasmodically on the fresh
water side of brackish water. It spreads by rhi-
zome to colonize the water edge.

Available as Viro-cells and Viro-tubes

Baumea articulata , has deep green, upright
evergreen reeds 1.5m to 2.5m tall. It flowers over
Summer with large, rusty brown flowers and seed
heads. B. articulata is an excellent nutrient strip-
ping plant for constructed wetlands. Once
established it forms large thickets that provide
bird habitat. Grows into water 1m+ deep.
Available as Viro-cells and Viro-tubes

Leperonia articulata is native to the Mid &
North Coast of NSW. Leperonia is one of the
most ornamental of wetland plants with it’s
long slender glaucous foliage. It grows 1.5 to
3m tall and forms large dense swards. It is a
clumping plant that is slow growing making it
good for smaller ornamental water features. It
grows in water to 0.5m or can be used in
damp sites as a terrestrial plant.

Available as Viro-cells and Viro-tubes
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